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Title Courtney Smith – 2017 OC Teacher of the Year 
[music] 
 
Courtney Smith: Good morning, Lucas. Good morning, Finley. Good morning, Micah. Good 
morning, June. 
 
Courtney: Teaching kindergarten is more than just a job for me. It's something that I'm 
passionate about. I love being able to go in every day and just spark that enthusiasm for 
learning in my students. 
 
Courtney: Think in your minds about how are chickens and ducks alike or how are chickens 
and ducks different, and I want you to teach your partners. Teach! 
 
children: Okay! 
 
child: Okay, what do you want to talk about? 
 
Carrie Pedersen: Courtney is special. She is engaging. She is loving. She is kind. 
 
Courtney: That's wonderful. Well, I love the way that you're filling Emily's bucket by giving her a 
compliment about her poster. Great work. 
 
Courtney: In my classroom, we have an environment where we are bucket-fillers. We're a 
community of bucket-fillers. And the first day of school, I teach the students that everyone 
walks around with an invisible bucket. 
 
boy: If you, like, fill someone's bucket, that means you're being nice to them. If you're taking 
out, if you're, like, take-- dipping the bucket, like, taking out things from the bucket, you're 
being mean to them. 
 
Courtney: And we read a book about bucket-filling, and we brainstorm ways that we can fill 
each other's buckets. 
 
girl: She's really nice, and she wears costumes to school. 
 
boy: For Dr. Seuss Day, she dressed up like "Cat in the Hat." 
 
Courtney: And the Cat in the Hat says, "Who can make me a square?" 
 
Karen Heilig: She always has creative ideas. She always wants to try something new. 
 
boy: We sometimes get to use our robots. 
 
Courtney: Computer-coding skills are gonna be important jobs in the future, and since I do 
have that responsibility of laying the foundation, I thought, "Why not?" 
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female: If there is a problem, she wants to help you solve it. She's always kind of jumping in to 
think of a solution. She kind of takes it that extra mile. 
 
Debbie Mulligan: She wrote a grant for the whole kindergarten so that they had these special 
backpacks. 
 
Wendy Hudson: There was a subscription to ABCmouse. She did parent training, and she just 
did it in her own quiet way. She'll call up a child, and they'll go and pick what level book. They'll 
pick one, and they go home, and they read it with their families and share the stories, and they 
love doing it. 
 
boy: We're doing a play about "Little Red Riding Hood." 
 
boy: This is a wolf. 
 
boy: I'm the wolf in the play. 
 
[children singing] 
 
girl: And she's gonna stand in front, and then we're gonna-- whose part is gonna come up, 
then she's gonna teach them how to do it because our part is a little bit of tricky. 
 
Courtney: I do music and singing and that kind of a creative arts program because I believe it 
builds confidence. The students are able to work together as a team to do something as a 
whole class, so that's something they can take ownership and be proud of. 
 
Karen: Every summer at her house, she does a neighborhood community theater. 
 
Courtney: I had so many memories growing up of doing plays with my school or just with my 
friends in the neighborhood. 
 
Karen: And then they practice, just like they do at school, and she invites all the neighbor kids 
over who maybe can't afford to do that, so it's a free thing. It lasts a couple weeks, and all the 
parents come with their lawn chairs in our driveway. 
 
Courtney: I turn my garage into a stage. I've purchased microphones and speakers so the kids 
can feel like they're really stars, belting out songs. 
 
Tim Smith: The number one thing I'll say about my wife, Courtney, is that she is such an 
unselfish person. That's what makes her most amazing, most appealing, and most attractive to 
everyone. 
 
girl: She is helpful. She's super-sweet. She never gets frustrated about us. Like, she's just a 
real awesome teacher and really good as a teacher. 
 
female: She's just a big ball of love wrapped in love. 
 
female: Yeah, I can't think of anybody who wouldn't love to have their child in her class every 
single year. She could teach any grade and do it well. She is amazing. 
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Courtney: We're a team here, and we're gonna make working and learning fun. There's 
nothing else I'd rather do. 
 
[music]  
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